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You remember the words that Jesus spoke about this, 

right? Sure you do. Here is what He said: “For what shall it 

profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 

own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

(Mark 8:36,37). 

The word “soul” is sometimes translated as “life.” In 

this setting, the Master was definitely talking about losing true 

spiritual life, which would be the loss of the soul. A soul is not 

lost in the sense that it can be misplaced or cannot be found, 

nor does a soul being lost mean that it goes out of existence. 

To “lose” one’s soul means the loss of spiritual well-being – 

separated from God by sin in this life, and ultimately separated 

from Him eternally in the life to come (2 Thessalonians 1:8,9). 

A quick look at the context in which Jesus was 

teaching about gaining the world and losing one’s soul shows 

that Jesus’ message challenged people to make choices. In 

Mark 8:34 we read that our Lord calls on all people to follow 

Him. Will we? He calls on each person to deny himself and 

take up His cross (8:34). Will we? He appeals to us to lose our 

life for His sake and the gospel’s in order to save it (8:35). 

That simply means that He wants us to give up our devotion to 

ourselves and our own desires and count Him and His will as 

being most important. Will we do that? He further makes it  
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clear that He does not want us to be ashamed of Him and His words (8:38). Will we? 

Like I said, all of the teaching in this context at the very end of Mark 8 shows us that we 

have to make decisions – important decisions, tough decisions, eternal-destiny-determining 

decisions. They are, indeed, “big stuff.” And, right there smack dab in the middle of these 

instructions is the Christ’s question about what does it profit a man if he shall gain the whole 

world and lose his own soul. Well, what is the answer? In the big picture of things, what 

would it profit him? Jesus’ inquiry causes us to think soberly about what really matters most 

in life. In our heart of hearts, just what is it that ranks right up there in the top position on our 

list of “most important stuff?” 

I am reminded of another occasion when Jesus told some covetous Pharisees, “. . . but 

God knoweth your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 

the sight of God” (Luke 16:14,15). 

The ads thrown at us on the radio and TV make winning a lottery sound like a piece of 

cake that brings ultimate bliss. But if gambling will cost a person his soul, what does it profit 

to win a bunch of money? Being a lottery winner brings fame and fortune. But, like the 

Master said so clearly, “that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the 

sight of God.” 

If a woman could become the richest woman in history, but in the process rebel against 

Jehovah and lose her soul, what profit would there be for her to have heaps of gold and the 

notoriety of being Miss Money Bags? 

If a Christian couple can amass mountains of money, but when it comes to contributing 

to the Lord’s work, they give like paupers, what shall it profit them to have gigantic sums of 

wealth if they only give God their leftover crumbs (and ultimately lose their souls)? 

If two Christian men who are brothers in the flesh run a business that has been in their 

family for four generations, and they take that business to a financial level that brings them 

both millions of dollars in annual profits, but they make a bunch of their profit by dishonesty 

and other immoral practices, not to mention the fact that they only attend 25% of the services 

of the church (because a fellow has to make a little living, you know) – what, what, what 

does all of their money profit them, if in the end they lose their souls?! 

If over the weekend a married man sleeps with the head-turning lady at the office, and 

as a result he gets nods of approval and slaps on the back from his male co-workers on 

Monday morning, what shall it profit him if it causes him to lose his soul? 

If a teenage girl wears skimpy clothing that reveals her cleavage and thighs for all the 

young men to gawk at and is known as “the hottest” girl in school, what shall it profit her if 

she loses her soul in the process? 

If a young man downs some beers, smokes a joint of marijuana, and uses profanity to 

prove to his buddies that he is a mature man (???), but he loses his soul because of his 

ungodliness and lack of self-control, what has his so-called show of manliness gained him? 

Brothers and sisters, if we want to be popular in the eyes of other humans, the devil 

has an unlimited number of ways to help us pursue popularity. If you and I count making 

money and acquiring material goods as our biggest goal in life, do not worry. Satan’s got us 

covered on that one, too. He has every kind of ploy that one could imagine to assist us in 

getting our hands on material things. We may never make Forbes’ list of the most wealthy 

people in the world, but covetous people have a way of getting their hands on stuff. For a 

heart filled with covetousness, though, there is never a feeling of being satisfied with what 

one has. There is always the longing for more, more, more. I recall that someone asked, “For 

what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” Are we 

listening? 

My soul is my most valuable possession. But here is the question that each of us must 

face: Do I really count my soul and its eternal safety as being most important? I know that 

God does, but do I? God knows if I do, or not, and when you see my choices in life, you will 

know, too. “What shall it profit . . .?” 

 

"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 
And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on the left.  Then shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world" 

(Matthew 25:31-34). 
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 Feb 11 – Preach-N-Eat & 1:30 Worship 

 Feb 25 – Song Service 

 March 4 – Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Class 

 Please give support money for Chinese orphans to Minnie Kennell 


